US History Music Project

Minimum Requirements:

Secure as close to an original recording as possible from YouTube … or perform it live on video or in class.
Identify the writer and composer and give a brief background on each.

Identify the era the song was written in.

What is the historical context of the song, i.e., at war, good times or bad (socially, economically, and/or politically), etc.

Who would have sung this song and to whom was it sung to?

Where might this song most likely to have been sung?

Why was this song written?

Secure at least one primary source that is related to this song, i.e., a copy of original sheet music, photograph or painting of the musicians, related photographs or illustrations, etc.


Bibliography – this must be included.

Additional Ideas:


Perform the song (or secure someone to perform the song)


Wear costumes


Music Video


Have the composer and/or writer show up in class to talk about the song.

Secure additional verses to the song – why weren’t these verses as popular?

Secure additional primary documents or illustrations, including of the music sheets.
No profanity! No lyrics in violation of our school policies!
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