American Government

Mock Senate

Use the following format to present your bill:

Senators________ and_______________

107th Congress (12 font)

2nd Session

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES (bold)

Date bill was written (bold)

(4 Spaces)

AN ACT

(2 Spaces)

Briefly state the purpose of your bill (1-2 sentences).

Example:

To ban abortion without exception

(2 spaces)

Be it enacted by the Senate and House or Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 

(2 spaces)

SECTION 1. RESTATE THE PURPOSE OF YOUR BILL IN BOLD PRINT AND CAPITAL LETTERS.

EXAMPLE: ABORTION WILL BE BANNED WITHOUT EXCEPTION.

Section 2. State the specific details of your bill: How will it be enforced. Penalties for those who break it. Who will monitor and enforce compliance (what department, etc). The basis for Congress having the ability to enact the law. (see #1 below)

Section 3. How will the bill be funded

(end bill)

Things to remember: 

1. CHECK CAREFULLY to make sure the Congress has the authority to issue the law. For example, if the issue is now left to the states, a law from Congress will overrule all state laws. It must be a power found in the Constitution and given to Congress, not one that is ‘reserved to the States’.

2. You CANNOT pass a ‘ex post facto’ law; that is, a law that AUTOMATICALLY MAKES SOMEONE A CRIMINAL. For instance, a law that states ‘owning a gun is a crime’ instantly makes millions of American criminals. (This is not the case with ACTIONS: ‘buying a gun is a crime’ is fine).

