Mapping the Core-Periphery Model
 Materials and Equipment
1. Population Reference Bureau Data Sheet. (1875 Connecticut Ave, NW, Suite 520; Washington D.C.; 20009-5728 USA; (202) 483-1100
2. Blank world outline map
3. Blank table sheet
4. Colored pencils, pens, or markers
 
1. Take a few sample countries from the PRB Data Sheet and discuss the values for each of the indicators. Look at the top of the PRB Data Sheet where values are listed.  Focus on the values for more developed countries (MDC) versus less developed countries (LDC). Which categories do the countries fit into? Why? Are there any discrepancies? 

2. Form partnerships (two people) and discuss which indicators from the PRB Data Sheet are most important and why.  Select five key indicators you will use to determine the development of a country.

3. Take out the table sheet and write down the regions listed on the PRB Data Sheet.  Leave three rows open below each region, as you will fill in data for three countries per region (except, of course, for North America – which only contains the United States and Canada).

4. Using the data gathered, you are to create categories for each of the regions according to levels of development. You may choose either to use the three categories of:

 a) least developed,  b) developing, and c) industrialized, or you may choose the four categories used by the world bank of: a) high, b) upper-middle, c) lower-middle, and 4) low. 
Now, determine what values you will use from the five key indicators to classify where a country will fall within one of the three or four categories you chose.

5. Once you have classified the regions of development, assign each of them a color (e.g. High = blue, Upper-middle = dark green, etc…).  Fill in the color for each country on your table sheet.  Begin to discuss some of the cartographic principles involved in making a chloropleth map.

6. Create your map using the gathered information.  The map should have all of the TODALS (Title, Orientation, Date, Author, Legend, Scale). 

7. Once the maps are completed, discuss the implications of the pattern. Draw a line separating developed and developing countries using the data to guide you. Discuss the general location of this line as drawn on the maps.  This line occurs at approximately 30 N latitude and is commonly called the Brandt Line.
 

Assessment
Data sheets (table) and core-periphery chloropleth maps should be turned in and graded for completeness, accuracy and neatness.  An example of a map for per capita GNP is shown below:


In addition, the following questions and tasks are to be completed on a separate sheet of paper:

a. What were the five indicators of development you chose?  Give a brief explanation of why you chose each of the five indicators.
b. What were the 3-4 categories you chose?  What values did you use from the five key indicators to determine the countries’ categories?
c. What are the geographic implications of the north/south split revealed by this map?  What is this line commonly called?
d. Why might the pattern on this map be a geographic critique of Rostow's model of development? Consider if development levels might be different if developed and less developed countries were more geographically intertwined.
e. What problems of development might this geographic pattern imply? Discuss the implications and relevance of the core-periphery model.
f. What limitations might the core-periphery model have as a geographic critique of world development? Discuss one additional critique you have.

