Write a Political Profile of an Incumbent Member of the U.S. House of Representatives

· The Characteristics of the Congressional District.  This includes major economic interests, social composition of the constituency, and the political and ideological character of the district.

· Career of the Incumbent.  Here, an attempt should be made to explain how the incumbent achieved his or her current position.  What is the education of the incumbent?  Did the incumbent hold offices prior to being elected to the House?  Is the incumbent a professional politician?

· The Incumbent in the House.  What are the committee assignments of the incumbent?  How do these assignments relate to or fit with the character of the district that the incumbent represents?  Does the incumbent hold any position of authority in the House?

· Ideology and Voting Record.  Based upon the information gathered, is the incumbent considered to be a liberal?  Conservative? Moderate?  An explanation should be provided for their characterization.

· Electoral History.  A summary should be provided of the incumbent’s electoral history.  The relevant information includes whether the incumbent had been challenged in primary elections, their fundraising ability, their margins of victory in general elections.

Based upon this information:

1. Why is this individual a successful politician?

2. Do you predict that the incumbent will win or lose the election in November?

Committee Assignment

Title: Legislative Oversight for (Committee Name)
Introduction

Provide a brief description of your committee:

a. Purpose

b. The proportion of Democrats to Republicans on the committee

c. States represented on the committee

Profile- Committee Chair

Profile the chair. What is his/her background? (include education, occupations, and political experience.)

Profile- Ranking Member

Same as Committee Chair

Jurisdiction

Explain the scope of the jurisdiction of your committee. What specific types of legislation would your committee investigate?

Subcommittee

Select one subcommittee of your standing committee and provide the following:

a. A profile of the subcommittee chair and of the ranking member.

b. The specific jurisdiction for which this subcommittee is responsible.

Interest Groups

a. Which special interests does the committee affect?

b. Which interest groups have contributed financially to the election of committee members?

c. Determine if there are interest groups that have conflicting goals affected by the committee.

Legislation

Research and describe a key piece of legislation that came from your standing committee within the past five years.

Cabinet or Federal Agency responsible for implementing the legislation mentioned above.

In regards to your cabinet or federal agency, provide the following:

a. The overall responsibility or mission of your department or agency.

b. Profile of the Department head (Cabinet member or Agency Chief)

Iron Triangles

a. Define them

b. Construct an iron triangle based on the information contained in this report.

Oversight

Your committee is responsible for the oversight of legislation that is sponsored and successfully shepherded through the legislative process. Describe that process as it applies to the executive department or agency that now has control over the implementation of that legislation. 

Congressional Committees Assignment

Congressional Committees Assignment Name: 

Assignment Overview: Your main goal in this assignment is to discover how committees influence the lawmaking process. Additionally, you will research the roles of the more powerful Congressional Committees. 

I. Role & Importance of Congressional Committees: 
1. Using this link, summarize why it is important for Americans to know about the workings of Congressional committees. 




2. Watch this video. Describe what the legislative process would be like if there were no Congressional committees.



3. Why would a bank be more likely to donate campaign contributions to a congressional representative on the banking committee? 



II. Learning about the Powerful Congressional Committees:
	Name of Committee
	Succinctly Describe the Committee’s Jurisdiction
	List the current Chairperson & Ranking Member from the Minority Party
	How many Subcommittees are currently in the committee?
	Evaluate why this committee is considered a ‘powerful’ committee

	3. House Ways & Means
	
	
	
	

	4. House Rules
	
	
	
	

	Name of Committee
	Succinctly Describe the Committee’s Jurisdiction
	List the current Chairperson & Ranking Member from the Minority Party
	How many Subcommittees are currently in the committee?
	Evaluate why this committee is considered a ‘powerful’ committee

	5. House Appropriations 
	
	
	
	

	6. Senate Judiciary 
	
	
	
	

	7. Senate Foreign Relations
	
	
	
	

	8. Senate Appropriations
	
	
	
	


