Executive Branch Project
Powers of the President
A. List ten formal powers and duties of the office of the president? Read Article II of the Constitution.

B. Today President Obama has informal sources of power that are available to him.

     These powers came from several sources that include:

1. Ideas and actions of past presidents---

      Jefferson-

      Lincoln-

      F.D.R.-

2. Congress granting the President special powers:

3. Presidents use of the Mass Media:

C. The Constitution through the system of Checks and Balances place significant safeguards against the abuse of presidential power.

1. Congressional limitations examples:

2. Limitations by Federal Courts:

3. Limitation by Bureaucracy:

4. Limitation by Public Opinion:

5. 22nd Amendment:

D. Does the constitution limit presidential powers? 

1. What is the literalist view of the presidency?

2. What is the view of Lincoln, Nixon, and F.D.R.?

3. What would be your view of presidential powers? Do you have a broad view or a narrow view of presidential powers?

E. What are the 8 roles of the President … and which two are not established by the Constitution?

F. What are the major executive powers of the Presidency?


1. The 4 diplomatic/military powers:


2. The 3 legislative powers?


3. The 4 judicial powers

H. Explain the 3 types of independent agencies and give 3 examples of each.

I. What are the first four steps of presidential succession?  Where can we find these officially spelled out?
The Bureaucracy

1: Describe the spoils system, and explain how it changed to the system of many rules that bureaucrats must follow today. Include the Pendleton Act and the Office of Personnel Management in your discussion.

2: Indentify and describe the growth of the federal bureaucracy over time and efforts to control/ reduce its size and growth rate.

3: Indentify and describe ways in which the bureaucracy is criticized, including red tape, conflict, duplication, unchecked growth, waste, and lack of accountability. 

4: Describe the background, primary functions, duties/jurisdictions, and strengths/weakness of the new Department of Homeland Security.

5: Indentify the causes, effects and rules of the Hatch Act.

6: Discuss the different types of government agencies (four types). Provide specific examples.

7: Discuss how each of the different branches of government has some oversight responsibilities over the bureaucracies. Provide specific examples.

8: Discuss the “iron triangle” relationship and explain how this can be applied to both defense and agriculture. Include the concept of the “revolving door.”

Choose an example each from the following categories:

· Agencies

· Departments

· Bureaus 

1. Where do your examples of Bureaucracy fit into the government? Is it part of

· The White House Office?

· The Executive office of the President?

· The Cabinet?

· The “flock” of Independent Agencies? Or

· Congress?

2. How long has it been around?

3. What are its primary functions, duties or jurisdictions?

4. How big is its budget and staff?

5. What are the terms of office for its leader?  How do they become the leader?

Federal Budget

1. What is the total dollar amount for the latest federal budget?

2. What percentage of the federal budget is spent on the following programs:

a. defense

e. international affairs

b. Social Security
f. AFDC

c. medicare

g. interest on debt
d. medicaid

 TOTAL %

3. What percentage of federal revenues are derived from the following sources:

a. individual income tax

b. corporate income tax

c. Social Security tax

d. TOTAL %

4. Define/explain the following:

a. GDP





f. outlays

b. discretionary spending


g. AFDC

c. mandatory spending



h. national debt

d. budget spending



i. budget deficit

e.   Gramm-Rudman-Hollings Act

j. block grants

5. What are the major examples of discretionary spending?

6. What are the major examples of mandatory spending?

7. What problems may develop in the economy because of the national debt?

8. Name the main points of the latest Budget.

9. Why is the latest budget package unable to eventually balance the national debt?

10. What is the function of the following programs:

a. Social Security

b. Medicare

c. Medicaid

11. What did the latest budget do to the size of the bureaucracy?

12. What action/adjustments have been made to the latest budget so far by Congress?

