Political Parties
1. Choose an existing third party

2. Describe/explain each of these for your third party and also the Democratic and Republican Parties:

a. philosophy of government
b. supporters/voting bloc

c. major 527’s that support the party
d. platform and planks - stance on 5 current public policy issues … choose both domestic and foreign

Interest groups and Political Action Committees
     1.  Explain what interest groups are and how they have developed over time.
     2.  Select two interest groups on the opposing sides of a particular issue. Compare and

          contrast their motives and positions. More importantly, discuss the methods used

          by each group and evaluate those methods both ethically and from the viewpoint of

          effectiveness.
3. Evaluate to what extent the existence of these interest groups either furthers or

     detracts from American democracy.

